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Abstract We use bounded cohomology to define a notion of volume of an SO(n, 1)-
valued representation of a lattice I" < SO(n, 1) and, using this tool, we give a
complete proof of the volume rigidity theorem of Francaviglia and Klaff (Geom.
Dedicata 117, 111-124 (2006)) in this setting. Our approach gives in particular a
proof of Thurston’s version of Gromov's proof of Mostow Rigidity (also in the non-

cocompact case), which is dual to the Gromov-Thurston proof using the simplicial
volume invariant.
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1 Introduction

Strong rigidity of lattices was proved in 1965 by Mostow [28] who, while searching
for a geometric explanation of the deformation rigidity results obtained by Selberg
[32], Calabi—Vesentini [14, 15] and Weil [35, 36], showed the remarkable fact that,
under some conditions, topological data of a manifold determine its metric. Namely,
he proved that if M; = I;\H", i = 1,2 are compact quotients of real hyperbolic n-
space and n > 3, then any homotopy equivalence ¢ : M} — M- is, up to homotopy,
induced by an isometry. Shortly thereafter, this was extended to the finite volume
case by G. Prasad [29].
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The methods introduced by Mostow emphasized the role of the quasi-isometries
of M; = H", their quasi-conformal extension to dH", ergodicity phenomena of the
I;-action on dH", as well as almost everywhere differentiability results ¢ la Egorov.

In the 1970’s, a new approach for rigidity in the real hyperbolic case was devel-
oped by Gromov. In this context he introduced £!-homology and the simplicial vol-
ume: techniques like smearing and straightening became important. This approach
was then further developed by Thurston [33, Chap. 6] and one of its consequences
is an extension to hyperbolic manifolds of Kneser’s theorem for surfaces [25]. To
wit, the computation of the simplicial volume ||M || = Vol(M)/v, implies, for a
continuous map f : M| — M, between compact real hyperbolic manifolds, that

Vol(M3)

deg £ 1 0 22
¢/ < o)

If dimM; > 3, Thurston proved that equality holds if and only if f is homo-
topic to an isometric covering while the topological assertion in the case in which
dim M; =2 is Kneser’s theorem [25].

The next step, in the spirit of Goldman’s theorem [20]—what now goes under
the theory of maximal representations—is to associate an invariant Vol(p) to an
arbitrary representation

p 7 (M) — Isom(H")

of the fundamental group of M, satisfying a Milnor—-Wood type inequality
Vol(p) < Vol(i).

The equality should be characterized as given by the “unique” lattice embedding i
of (M), of course provided dim M > 3. This was carried out in dim M = 3 by
Dunfield [17], following Toledo’s modification of the Gromov-Thurston approach
to rigidity [34].

If M is only of finite volume, a technical difficulty is the definition of the volume
Vol(p) of a representation. Dunfield introduced for this purpose the notion of pseu-
dodeveloping map and Francaviglia proved that the definition is independent of the
choice of the pseudodeveloping map [18]. Then Francaviglia and Klaff [19] proved
a “volume rigidity theorem” for representations

p : 1 (M) — Isom(H¥),

where now k is not necessarily equal to dim M. In their paper, the authors actually
succeed in applying the technology developed by Besson—Courtois—Gallot in their
seminal work on entropy rigidity [2]. An extension to representations of (M)
into Isom(IH") for an arbitrary compact manifold M has been given by Besson—
Courtois—Gallot [3].

Finally, Bader, Furman and Sauer proved a generalization of Mostow Rigidity
for cocycles in the case of real hyperbolic lattices with some integrability condition,
using, among others, bounded cohomology techniques, [1].
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The aim of this paper is to give a complete proof of volume rigidity from the
point of view of bounded cohomology, implementing a strategy first described in
[24] and used in the work on maximal representations of surface groups [12, 13], as
well as in the proof of Mostow Rigidity in dimension 3 in [11].

Our main contribution consists on the one hand in identifying the top dimensional
bounded equivariant cohomology of the full group of isometries Isom(H"), and on
the other in giving a new definition of the volume of a representation of m (M),
when M is not compact; this definition, that uses bounded relative cohomology,
generalizes the one introduced in [13] for surfaces.

In an attempt to be pedagogical, throughout the paper we try to describe, in vary-
ing details, the proof of all resuits.

Let Vol, (xg. ..., x,) denote the signed volume of the convex hull of the points
X0,....X, € H". Then Vol, is a Gt := Isom™ (H")-invariant cocycle on H" and
hence defines a top dimensional cohomology class w, € H'(G*,R). Leti : ' <
G™ be an embedding of I" as a lattice in the group of orientation preserving isome-
tries of H" and let p : I' — G be an arbitrary representation of I". Suppose first
that I” is torsion free. Recall that the cohomology of I" is canonically isomorphic to
the cohomology of the n-dimensional quotient manifold M :=i(I")\H".

If M is compact, by Poincaré duality the cohomology groups H"(I',R) =
H"(M,R) in top dimension are canonically isomorphic to R, with the isomorphism
given by the evaluation on the tundamental class [M]. We define the volume Vol(p)
of p by

Vol(p) = {p* (). [M]),

where p* : Hé’(GJr, R) — H"(I',R) denotes the pull-back via p. In particular the
absolute value of the volume of the lattice embedding i is equal to the volume of the
hyperbolic manifold M, Vol(M) = {i*(w,), [M]).

If M is not compact, the above definition fails since H"(I",R) = H"(M,R) =0.
Thus we propose the following approach: since Vol, is in fact a bounded cocycle, it
defines a bounded class w’ € H' (G*,R) in the bounded cohomology of G* with
trivial R-coefficients. Thus associated to a homomorphism p : I' — GT we obtain
p*(a)f{) € H; (I', R); since M =H" is contractible, it follows easily that H;' (I", R)
is canonically isomorphic to the bounded singular cohomology H; (M, R) of the
manifold M (this is true in much greater generality [5, 21], but it will not be used
here). To proceed further, let N C M be a compact core of M, that is the complement
in M of a disjoint union of finitely many horocyclic neighborhoods E;,i =1,...,k,
of cusps. Those have amenable fundamental groups and thus the map (N, dN) —
(M. @) induces an isomorphism in cohomology, H;'(N,dN,R) = H; (M, R), by
means of which we can consider ,o*(wf:) as a bounded relative class. Finally, the
image of ,o*(cu,’i) via the comparison map c : Hl’)’ (N,dN,R)— H"(N,dN.R)is an
ordinary relative class whose evaluation on the relative fundamental class [N, dN|
gives the definition of the volume of p,

Vol(p) :={(c 0 p*)(?). [N, 8N1),
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which turns out to be independent of the choice of the compact core N. When M
is compact, we recover of course the invariant previously defined. We complete the
definition in the case in which I" has torsion by setting

Vol(p|4)

Vol(p) := T A]

where A < I is a torsion free subgroup of finite index.

Theorem 1.1 Let n > 3. Let i : I’ — Isom™ (H") be a lattice embedding and let
p: I' = Isom™ (H") be any representation. Then

| Vol(p)| < | Vol(i)| = Vol(M), (D)
with equality if and only if p is conjugated to i by an isometry.

An analogous theorem, in the more general case of a representation p : I’ —
Isom™ (H™) with m > n, has been proven by Francaviglia and Klaff [19] with a
different definition of volume.

Taking in particular p to be another lattice embedding of I, we recover Mostow—
Prasad Rigidity theorem for hyperbolic lattices:

Corollary 1.2 [28, 29] Let I, I> be two isomorphic lattices in Isom™ (H"). Then
there exists an isometry g € Isom(H") conjugating I't to I>.

As a consequence of Theorem 1.1, we also reprove Thurston’s strict version of
Gromov’s degree inequality for hyperbolic manifolds. Note that this strict version
generalizes Mostow Rigidity [33, Theorem 6.4]:

Corollary 1.3 [33, Theorem 6.4] Let f : M| — M, be a continuous proper map
between two n-dimensional complete finite volume hyperbolic manifolds M, and
My with n > 3. Then

Vol(M>)
VO](M] ) '

with equality if and only if f is homotopic to a local isometry.

deg(f) <

Our proof of Theorem 1.1 follows closely the steps in the proof of Mostow Rigid-
ity. In particular, the following result is the dual to the use of measure homology
and smearing in [33]. We denote by € : G — {—1, 1} the homomorphism defined by
£(g) =1 if g is orientation preserving and £(g) = —1 if g is orientation reversing.

Theorem 1.4 Let M = I'\H" be a finite volume real hyperbolic manifold. Let p :
I' — Isom(H") be a representation with non-elementary image and let ¢ : 9H" —
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oH" be the corresponding equivariant measuruble map. Then for every (n+ 1)-tuple
of points &y, ..., &, € oH",

. . . ) Vol(p)
1 Vl“ ( g aeen ( n l ( :_———-——Vlll LR Y & ]
/I"\lsom(H”)a(g ) ° (‘P gt #l ))( A Vol(M) e E 22)

where [ is the invariant probability measure on I'\ Isom(H").

This allows us to deduce strong rigidity properties of the boundary map ¢ from
the cohomological information about the boundary that, in turn, are sufficient to
show the existence of an element g € Isom™ (H") conjugating p and i.

To establish the theorem, we first prove the almost everywhere validity of the
formula in Theorem 1.4. Ideally, we would need to know that H ﬁ’.c.(G+, R) is 1-
dimensional and has no coboundaries in degree n in the appropriate cocomplex.
However in general we do not know how to compute H} (G R), except when

GT = Isom*(H?) or Isom™(H?3) and hence there is no direct way to prove the
formula in (2). To circumvent this problem, we borrow from [7] (see also [9]) the
essential observation that Vol, is in fact a cocycle equivariant with respect to the
tull group of isometries G = Isom(H"), that is,

Vol (gx1, ..., gxy) = &(g) Vol (xy. ..., x,).

This leads to consider R as a non-trivial coefficient module R; for G and in this
context we prove that the comparison map

HP (G, R;) —> H!(G,R;)

b,c

is an isomorphism. By a slight abuse of notation, we denote again by a)ff €
H} .(G,R¢) and by w, € H!(G, R¢) the generator defined by Vol,,.

Using this identification and standard tools from the homological algebra ap-
proach to bounded cohomology, we obtain the almost everywhere validity of the
formula in Theorem 1.4. Additional arguments involving Lusin’s theorem are re-
quired to establish the formula pointwise. This is essential because one step of the
proof (see the beginning of Sect. 4) consists in showing that, if there is the equal-
ity in (1), the map ¢ maps the vertices of almost every positively oriented maximal
ideal simplex to vertices of positively (or negatively—one or the other, not both)
oriented maximal ideal simplices. Since such vertices form a set of measure zero in
the boundary, an almost everywhere statement would not be sufficient.

2 The Continuous Bounded Cohomology of G = Isom(H")

Denote by G = Isom(H") the full isometry group of hyperbolic n-space, and by
Gt = Isom™ (H") its subgroup of index 2 consisting of orientation preserving
isometries. As remarked in the introduction there are two natural G-module struc-
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tures on R: the trivial one, which we denote by R, and the one given by multiplica-
tion with the homomorphism ¢ : G — G/G™ = {+1, —1}, which we denote by Rg.
Recall that if ¢ € N, the continuous cohomology groups H{ (G, R), respectively
(G, Rg)—or in short H? (G, Ry)) for both—of G with coefficient in Ry, is by
definition given as the cohomology of the cocomplex

C.(G', R))® = [f: Gt — Ry | £ is continuous and
£(g) - f(8os--..8q) = (880, ---.884)}
endowed with its usual homogeneous coboundary operator
§:C(GT Rp))® > Co(G92, Rey))®
defined by

g+l
8 (80 -+ 8g+1) = D _(=1)/ F(80s...1 8j=1, 8j#1: -+ 8g+1)-
=0

This operator clearly restricts to the bounded cochains

Ces(G7 Reo) = |/ € Ce(67 Re) |

Ifleo=sp__|f(g0.....80)| < +oo]

80,--8q €

and the continuous bounded cohomology sz(G, R()) of G with coefficients in
R() is the cohomology of this cocomplex. The inclusion

Cep(GT Rep) 7 € Co(G™!, Rep)”
induces a comparison map
c:H!,(G,R()) — HI(G,Rey).

We call cochains in C. (5)(G9t!, R)C invariant and cochains in C¢, () (G9!,
R:)C equivariant and apply this terminology to the cohomology classes as well.
The sup norm on the complex of cochains induces a seminorm in cohomology

181 = inf{ll flloo | f € Ce,0y(GI*', Reey) %, L1 =8},

for B € H ;, (G, R)).
The same definition gives the continuous (bounded) cohomology of any topologi-
cal group acting either trivially on R or via a homomorphism into the multiplicative

group {+1, —1}. A continuous representation p : H — G naturally induces pull-
backs

H(,.,(IJ) (G, R) — HC.,(b) (H, R) and HC.,(I)) (G, RE) —_—> H(,.(b) (H, Rp).
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where R, is the H-module R with the H-action given by the composition of p :
H — G withe: G — {+1, —1}. Note that || o*(B)|| < IIBI.

Since the restriction to G of the G-action on Ry is trivial, there is a restriction
map in cohomology

H )(G.R)) — H? ;,(GT,R). 3)

In fact, both the continuous and the continuous bounded cohomology groups can be
computed isometrically on the hyperbolic n-space H", as this space is isomorphic
to the quotient of G or G by a maximal compact subgroup. More precisely, set

Cc.(/;)((]H[”)qH, R(S))G ={f:(E")" LR | £ is continuous (and bounded) and
£(g) - f(xo,...,xg) = f(gx0,..., 8%y}

and endow it with its homogeneous coboundary operator. Then the cohomology
of this cocomplex is isometrically isomorphic to the corresponding cohomology
groups ([22, Chap. ITL, Prop. 2.3] and [27, Cor. 7.4.10] respectively).

It is now easy to describe the left inverses to the restriction map (3) induced by
the inclusion. Indeed, at the cochain level, they are given by maps

+ {
p:Cety(H)R) — Co i ("), R)C

and
P Cen () R) — Cogn (') R)°
defined for xg,...,x, e H" and f € CC.(I,)((IHI”)‘H" . R)G+ by
1
.D(f)(x0~ iR ,xq) = E(f(XOQ NeEy x(/) + .f(erQ 3 qu))5
_ 1 . ,
p(f)(xo,....x4) = ;(f(xo, s Xg) = f(Tx0, ..., TY)),

where T € G \. G™ is any orientation reversing isometry. In fact, it easily follows
from the G*-invariance of f that p(f) is invariant, p(f) is equivariant. and both
p(f) and p(f) are independent of T in G \ G™. The following proposition is im-
mediate:

Proposition 2.1 The cochain map (p. p) induces an isometric isomorphism

H? (G R) = HZ 4, (G.R) & H. ;) (G. Re).

The continuous cohomology group H?(G*.R) is well understood since it can,
via the van Est isomorphism [22, Corollary 7.2], be identified with the de Rham
cohomology of the compact dual to H", which is the n-sphere S”. Thus it is gen-
erated by two cohomology classes: the constant class in degree 0, and the volume
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form in degree n. Recall that the volume form w, can be represented by the cocycle
Vol, € Cep((H")"+!, R,)C (respectively Vol, € L*®((dH")"*!, R,)C) given by

Vol, (xg, ..., x,) = signed volume of the convex hull of xg, ..., x,,

for xp, ..., x, € H", respectively dH". Since the constant class in degree O is invari-
ant, and the volume form is equivariant, using Proposition 2.1 we summarize this as
follows:

H(GT,R)= HX(G,R)=R and H'(G",R)=H!(G,R;) ZR= (w,).

All other continuous cohomology groups are 0. On the bounded side, the coho-
mology groups are still widely unknown, though they are conjectured to be iso-
morphic to their unbounded counterparts. The comparison maps for G and G* are
easily seen to be isomorphisms in degrees 2 and 3 [11]. We show that the com-
parison map for the equivariant cohomology of G is indeed an isometric isomor-
phism up to degree n, based on the simple Lemma 2.2. Before we prove it, it will
be convenient to have yet two more cochain complexes to compute the continuous
bounded cohomology groups. If X = H" or X = dH", consider the cochain space
L°°(X‘1+',R(€))G of G-invariant, resp. G-equivariant, essentially bounded mea-
surable function classes endowed with its homogeneous coboundary operator. It is
proven in [27, Cor. 7.5.9] that the cohomology of this cocomplex is isometrically
isomorphic to the continuous bounded cohomology groups. Note that the volume
cocycle Vol, represents the same cohomology class viewed as continuous bounded
or L*®-cocycle on H", as an L*°-cocyle on dH" or, by evaluation on x € H" or
x € 0", as a continuous bounded or L*°-cocycle on G.

Lemma 2.2 For g < n we have
C((E)* R.) =0,
Loo((Hn)‘l'H , RE)G — O,
L®((6H") 7™, R,) =0.
Proof Let f: (H")4*! — R, or f: (8H")?*! — R, be G-equivariant. The lemma
relies on the simple observation that any g + 1 < n points xo, ..., x, either in H"
or in JH" lie either on a hyperplane P C H" or on the boundary of a hyperplane.

Thus there exists an orientation reversing isometry T € G \ G™ fixing (xq, ..., Xq)
pointwise. Using the G-equivariance of f we conclude that

fxo, ..., xg) =—f(zx0,...,Tx5) = —f(x0,...,Xq),
which implies f =0. O

It follows from the lemma that H:{b(G, R.) = H!(G,R,) =0 for q < n. Fur-

thermore, we can conclude that the comparison map for the equivariant cohomology
of G is injective:
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Proposition 2.3 The comparison map induces an isometric isomorphism

H!,(G.Re)—H!(G,R,).

Proof Since there are no cochains in degree n — 1, there are no coboundaries in
degree n an.d the cohomology groups H', (G, R,) and H (G, R;) are equal to the
corresponding spaces of cocycles. Thus. we have a commutative diagram

H",(G,R.)

[&

Ker{8: Cop (H')"*' . R)% = Cop(H")"2, R,)C})

| |

R HL’.'(G. R,) —— Ker{8 . CC((HH)H-H’ RE)G & Cc((H”)"+2, RS)G}~

The proposition follows from the fact that the lower right kernel is generated by the
volume form w, which is represented by the bounded cocycle Vol,,, hence is in the
image of the vertical right inclusion. g

Since there are no coboundaries in degree n in C. ((H")4t!, R.)C, it follows that
the cohomology norm of w,, is equal to the norm of the unique cocycle representing

it. In view of [23]. its norm is equal to the volume v, of an ideal regular simplex
in H".

Corollary 2.4 The norm |wy|| of the volume form w, € H!(G™,R) is equal to the
volume v, of a regular ideal simplex in H".

As the cohomology norm ||w, || is the proportionality constant between sim>li-
cial and Riemannian volume for closed hyperbolic manifolds [6, Theorem 2], the
corollary gives a simple proof of the proportionality principle ||M || = Vol(M) /v,
for closed hyperbolic manifolds, originally due to Gromov and Thurston.

3 Relative Cohomology

3.1 Notation and Definitions

As mentioned in the introduction, we consider a compact core N of the complete
hyperbolic manifold M, that is a subset of M whose complement M ~\ N in M is
a disjoint union of finitely many geodesically convex cusps of M. If ¢ > 0 and o :
A9 — M denotes a singular simplex, where A7 = {(1o, ..., t;) e RT3 1, =
1, t; > Oforall j}is astandard ¢-simplex, we recall that the (singular) cohomology
HY(M, M \ N) of M relative to M ~ N is the cohomology of the cocomplex

CIM,M~N)={feCi(M)|fo)=0ifIm(c) C M \ N}
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endowed with its usual coboundary operator. (Here, CY(M) denotes the space of
singular g-cochains on M.) We emphasize that all cohomology groups, singular or
relative, are with R coefficients. The bounded relative cochains CZ (M, M ~ N) are
those for which f is further assumed to be bounded, meaning that sup{| f(o)| | o :
A9 — M} is finite. The coboundary restricts to bounded cochains and the cohomol-
ogy of that cocomplex is the bounded cohomology of M relative to M ~ N, which
we denote by Hy (M, M ~. N). The inclusion of cocomplexes induces a compar-
ison map ¢: Hy(M,M ~ N) — H*(M,M ~ N). Similarly, we could define the
cohomology of N relative to its boundary d N and it is clear, by homotopy invari-
ance, that H(b)(N, aN) = H('b)(M, M ~ N). We can identify the relative cochains

on (M, M ~. N) with the I'-invariant relative cochains C?(H", U Y on the univer-
sal cover H" relative to the preimage U = 7 ~!(M . N) under the covering map
7 : H" — M of the finite union of horocyclic neighborhoods of cusps. We will
identify H(’b) (N, dN) with the latter cohomology group. Note that U is a countable
union of disjoint horoballs.

The inclusion (M, @) — (M, M ~ N) induces a long exact sequence on both the
unbounded and bounded cohomology groups

co —> H (MNN) —> Hiyy (M, M\N) —> H{, (M) —> HGy (M~\N) —> - --

Each connected component E; of M \ N, 1 < j <k, is a horocyclic neighbor-
hood of a cusp, hence homeomorphic to the product of R with an (» — 1)-manifold
admitting a Euclidean metric; thus its universal covering is contractible and its fun-
damental group is virtually abelian (hence amenable). It follows that (see the intro-
duction or [5,21]) Hy (E;) = Hp (71 (E;)) = 0 and hence H (M ~ N) = 0, proving
that the inclusion (M, @) < (M, M ~. N) induces an isomorphism on the bounded
cohomology groups. Note that based on some techniques developed in [§] we can
show that this isomorphism is isometric—a fact that we will not need in this note.

3.2 Transfer Maps

In the following we identify I with its image i (/") < G under the lattice embed-
ding i : I' — G™. There exist natural transfer maps

trans ) TdR
Hb'(F) — H;b(G,RE) and H°*(N,dN) — H?(G,R;),

whose classical constructions we briefly recall here. The aim of this section will then
be to establish the commutativity of the diagram (6) in Proposition 3.1. The proof is
similar to that in [8], except that we replace the compact support cohomology by the
relative cohomology, which leads to some simplifications. In fact, the same proof as
in [13] (from where the use of relative bounded cohomology is borrowed) would
have worked verbatim in this case, but we chose the other (and simpler) approach,
to provide a “measure homology-free” proof.
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3.2.1 The Transfer Map transr : H)(I') - H? (G, R;)
We can define the transfer map at the cochain level either as a map

transf: V,” — V.2,
where V; is one of Cp((H")4 !, R), L®(H")9*!,R) or L>®((3H")7+! R). The
definition is the same in all cases. Let thus ¢ be a I'-invariant cochain in Vqr . Set

trans(¢c)(xq, ..., X,) :=/ a(g_') ~c(gxo,y .. .. 8x)du(g), 4)
r\G

where p is the invariant probability measure on I'\G normalized so that
w(I"\G) = 1. Recall that I < G™, so that (g) is well defined. It is easy to check
that the resulting cochain trans - (c) is G-equivariant. Furthermore, the transfer map

clearly commutes with the coboundary operator, and hence induces a cohomology
map

trans i

Hb.(r) - Hc..b(G’ Re).

Note that if the cochain ¢ is already G-equivariant, then trans(c) = ¢, showing that
transr is a left inverse of i* : H? (G, Rg) — Hp(I).

3.2.2 The Transfer Map t4g : H*(N,d0N) = H? (G, R;)

The relative de Rham cohomology Hj.(M, M ~ N) is the cohomology of the
cocomplex of ditferential forms 29(M, M ~ N) which vanish when restricted to
M ~ N. Then, as for usual cohomology, there is a de Rham Theorem

W HS (M. M~ N)——>H*(M, M ~ N)= H*(N,3N)

for relative cohomology. The isomorphism is given at the cochain level by integra-
tion. In order to integrate, we could either replace the singular cohomology by its
smooth variant (i.e. take smooth singular simplices), or we prefer here to integrate
the differential form on the straightened simplices. (The geodesic straightening of a
continuous simplex is always smooth.) Thus, at the cochain level, the isomorphism
is induced by the map

W oQIM, M~ N)— CI{(M,M~ N), 5)
sending a differential form w € 29(M, M ~ N) = Q4(H", U)" to the singular

cochain ¥ (w) given by

g w,
T4 straight(xg, ..., x4 )

where 7 : H" — M is the canonical projection, the x; € H" are the vertices of a lift
of o to H", and straight(xo, ..., x,) : A7 — H" is the geodesic straightening. Ob-
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serve thatif o is in U, then the straightened simplex is as well, since all components
of U are geodesically convex.

The transfer map transgg : Hjp(M, M ~ N) — H?(G,R;) is defined through
the relative de Rham cohomology and the van Est isomorphism. At the cochain
level the transfer

transqg : 27 (H", U)r — Q9(H", Re)G

is defined by sending the differential g-form & € 29 (")’ to the form
transy g (o) :=/ e(¢7") - (&%) du(d),
G

where p is chosen as in (4). It is easy to check that the resulting differential form
transgr (o) is G-equivariant. Furthermore, the transfer map clearly commutes with
the differential operator, and hence induces a cohomology map

H®*(N,dN) H?(G.Rg)

ETW Tg
ansqp

HS (M, M~ N) T ge (@ (0", R,)) —> @°(H",R,)°,

where the vertical arrow on the right is the van Est isomorphism and the horizontal
arrow on the right follows from Cartan’s lemma to the extent that any G-invariant
differential form on H" (or more generally on a symmetric space) is closed.

Let wy gy € H'(M, M ~ N) be the unique class with (wy gn,[N.IN]) =
Vol(M). It is easy to check that

transq g (@w,an) = 0y € 2" (H", Re)® = H (G, R,).

3.2.3 Commutativity of the Transfer Maps

Proposition 3.1 The diagram

Hy (I")
H!(N,3N) H! (G,Ry) (6)
c Cl

TdR

HY(N,dN) —— HI(G,R,)

commutes (here Ty = transgro ¥ ™).
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Proof The idea of the proof is to subdivide the diagram (6) in smaller parts, by
defining transfer maps directly on the bounded and unbounded relative singular co-
homology of M and show that each of the following subdiagrams commute.

HY(I")

rans,

t
HY(N.dN) - --> H!,(G.R,)

¢ ¢ @)
HY(N,3N) - == > HY(G,Ry)
= ¢ | =

fransy g

HI(N,dN) — Q4(H",R,)C.

3.2.4 Definition of the Transfer Map for Relative Cohomology

In order to define a transfer map, we need to be able to integrate our cochain on
translates of a singular simplex by elements of /"\G. This is only possible if the
cochain is regular enough.

For 1 <7 <k, pick a point b; € E; in each horocyclic neighborhood of a cusp in
M and by € N in the compact core. Let 8’ : M — {bg. b. ..., bi} be the measurable
map sending N to by and each cusp E; to b;. Lift 8’ to a I'-equivariant measurable
map

g:H" — ol ({bo,bl, . -~bk}) C H"

defined as follows. Choose lifts I;o, ....Bk ~of bo,....by; for each j =1,...,k
choose a Borel fundamental domain 2; > b; for the I"-action on 7 ~'(E;) and
choose a fundamental domain % > l;o for the I"-action on w~'(N). Now de-

fine B(y2;) := )/15 j- In particular B maps each horoball into itself. Given ¢ €
CY(H", U)T, define

B*(c): (I[-I[”)"Jrl —R
by
B*(c)(x0, ..., xq) = c(straight(B(x0), . ... B(xy))). (8)

Remark that 8*(c) is I"-invariant, vanishes on tuples of points that lie in the same
horoball in the disjoint union of horoballs 7~ Y(E;), and is independent of the chosen
lift of B8’ (but not of the points by, ..., b). Thus, B*(c) is a cochain in C?(H", )"
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which is now measurable, so that we can integrate it on translates of a given (¢ + 1)-
tuple of point. We define

transg(c) : (H")""' — R

transg (c) (x0, . . ., Xq) 1= /F\G e(g7h) - (B*(©)(@xo, ..., 859)) du (@),

where © is as in (4). It is easy to show that the integral is finite. Indeed, let D
be the maximum of the distances between xg and x;, for i = 1,...,¢. Then for
g € I'\G such that gxg lies outside a D-neighborhood of the compact core N, each
gx; clearly lies outside N and hence 8*(c)(gxo, ..., gx,) vanishes for such g. It
follows that the integrand vanishes outside a compact set, within which it takes only
finitely many values. Furthermore, it follows from the I'-invariance of ¢ and B(c¢)
that transg(c) is G-invariant.

Since transg commutes with the coboundary operator, it induces a cohomology
map

trans : HY(N,dN) — HJ(G,R,).

As the transfer map transg restricts to a cochain map between the corresponding
bounded cocomplexes, it also induces a map on the bounded cohomology groups

transy : H (N,3N) — H},(G,Ry),

and the commutativity of the middle diagram in (7) is now obvious.

3.2.5 Commutativity of the Lower Square

Denote by @ : 29(H", R,) — L®(H")4*! R,) the map (analogous to the map
¥ defined in (5)) sending the differential form « to the cochain @ («) mapping a
(g + 1)-tuple of points (xg, ..., x4) € (H™M)4+! to

f .
straight(xo,...,x4)

The de Rham isomorphism is realized at the cochain level by precomposing @ with

the map sending a singular simplex in H" to its vertices. To check the commutativity
of the lower square, observe that

transg o @ (&) (xo, . . ., x4) =/ e(g™")- ( Of) du(g),
e
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while

diotranst(oz)(xo....,xq)=f s(g_')- (/ a)d,u(g).
\G straight(gxg,....8xy)

If da =0, the coboundary of the G-invariant cochain

qg—1

(X0, -+ oy Xgm1) F—> Z(—l)"f e(¢™")
i=0 M
( f a) dp(g)
straight(gx,....8xi, B(€x; ). B(8X4=1))

is equal to the difference of the two given cocycles.

3.2.6 Commutativity of the Upper Triangle

Observe that the isomorphism Hj(M,M ~\ N) = Hp(I') can be induced at the
cochain level by the map g* : C/ (H", U)!" — L®((H")4*!,R)" defined in (8)
(and for which we allow ourselves a slight abuse of notation). It is immediate that
we now have commutativity of the upper triangle already at the cochain level,

L((E) R)"

trans -
ﬂ*

co (i, U)" ——> L(()" R,

transy

This finishes the proof of the proposition. a

3.3 Properties of Vol(p)

Lemma 3.2 Leti: " < G be a lattice embedding. Then
Vol(i) = Vol(M).

Proof Both sides are multiplicative with respect to finite index subgroups. We can

hence without loss of generality suppose that I" is torsion free. By definition, we
have

Vol(M) = (wy.sn, [N, IN]),
Vol(i) = {(c o i*)(w?). [N.aNY).
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The desired equality would thus clearly follow from wy gy = (c o 1*)(a) ). As the
transfer map t4r : H"(N,dN) — H[(G) is an isomorphism in top degree and
sends wy sn to wy, this is equivalent to
wn = Tar(ON sN) = Tar 0 ¢ 0i* (wh) = c o transp oi*(w!) = c(a)h) W,
R

cotrans

where we have used the commutativity of the diagram (6) in Proposition 3.1 and the
fact that transy o i* = Id. O

Proposition 3.3 Let p : I’ — G be a representation. The composition

R H",(G,R,) —> H!(I) —% H",(G,R.)=R

is equal to X - 1d, where

[Volp)l _

|)"| — <
Vol(M)

Proof As the quotient is left invariant by passing to finite index subgroups, we can
without loss of generality suppose that I" is torsion free. Let A € R be defined by

transr o p ( ) A a) )
We apply the comparison map c to this equality and obtain
cotransy o p*(w ) A cfw, ) Awy=A-Tir(ON3N).

The first expression of this line of equalities is equal to tygp o c o ,o*(a)fj) by the
commutativity of the diagram (6). Since 74z is injective in top degree it follows that
(co p*)(a) ) = A - wp sn. Evaluating on the fundamental class, we obtain

Vol(p) = {(c 0 p*)(@?), [N, 8N]) = A (wn.an, [N, 3N]) = A - Vol(i) = A - Vol(M).
For the inequality, we take the sup norms on both sides of (9), and get

a2 Nansrop* @il
Al S

where the inequality follows from the fact that all maps involved do not increase the
norm. This finishes the proof of the proposition. O

4 On the Proof of Theorem 1.1

The simple inequality | Vol(p)| < | Vol(i)| = Vol(M) follows from Proposition 3.3
and Lemma 3.2.
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The proof is divided into three steps. The first step, which follows essentially
Furstenberg’s footsteps [37, Chap. 4], consists in exhibiting a p-equivariant mea-
surable boundary map ¢ : dH" — 0H". In the second step we will establish that ¢
maps the vertices of almost every positively oriented ideal simplex to vertices of
positively (or negatively—one or the other, not both) oriented ideal simplices. In the
third and last step we show that ¢ has to be the extension of an isometry, which will
provide the conjugation between p and i. The fact that n > 3 will only be used in
the third step.

4.1 Step 1: The Equivariant Boundary Map

We need to define a measurable map ¢ : dH" — 0H" such that

e(i(y) &) =p(y) - &), (10)

for every £ € dH" and every y € I'.

The construction of such boundary map is the sore point of many rigidity ques-
tions. In the rank one situation in which we are, the construction is well known and
much easier, and is recalled here for completeness.

Since dH" can be identified with Isom*(H")/P, where P < Isom™*(H") is a
minimal parabolic, the action of I" on dH" is amenable. Thus there exists a I'-
equivariant measurable map ¢ : dH" — .#'(3H"), where .#' (3H") denotes the
probability measures on dH", [37]. We recall the proof here for the sake of the
reader familiar with the notion of amenable group but not conversant with that of
amenable action, although the result is by now classical.

Lemma 4.1 Let G be a locally compact group, I' < G a lattice and P an amenable
subgroup. Let X be a compact metrizable space with a I'-action by homeomor-
phisms. Then there exists a I -equivariant boundary map ¢ : G/ P — M HX).

Proof Let C(X) be the space of continuous functions on X. The space

L'r (G, C(X)) = [f G — C(X) ‘ f is measurable, I"-equivariant and

[ 5@ ldu@ <o,
\G

is a separable Banach space whose dual is the space L¥(G, .Z(X)) of measur-
able I'-equivariant essentially bounded maps from G into .# (X), where .Z (X) =
C(X)* is the dual of C(X). (Notice that since C(X) is a separable Banach space,
the concept of measurability of a function G — C(X)* is the same as to whether
C(X)* is endowed with the weak-* or the norm topology.) Then L¥ (G, .# LX) is
a convex compact subset of the unit ball of L (G, .# (X)) that is right P-invariant.
Since P is amenable, there exists a P-fixed point, that is nothing but the map
¢:G/P — &' (X) we were looking for. a
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We are going to associate to every u € .4 (3H") (in the image of ) a point
in OH".

If the measure w has only one atom of mass > %, then we associate to w this
atom. We will see that all other possibilities result in a contradiction.

If the measure p has no atoms of mass greater than or equal to % we can apply
Douady and Earle’s barycenter construction [16, Sect. 2] that to such a measure as-
sociates equivariantly a point b, € H". By ergodicity of the I"-action on 0H" x dH",
the distance d := d(by(x), by () between any two of these points is essentially con-
stant. It follows that for a generic x € dH", there is a bounded orbit, contradicting
the fact that the action is not elementary.

If on the other hand there is more than one atom whose mass is at least 1, then
the support of the measure must consist of two points (with an equally distributed
measure). Denote by g, the geodesic between the two points in the support of the
measure p(x) € .4 (JH"). By ergodicity of the I"-action on dH" x dH", the car-
dinality of the intersection supp(g(x)) N supp(p(x’)) must be almost everywhere
constant and hence almost everywhere either equal to 0, 1 or 2.

If | supp(e(x)) N supp(p(x'))| =2 for almost all x, x’ € 3H", then the geodesic
gx is I'-invariant and hence the action is elementary.

If | supp(e(x)) N supp(e(x’))| = 1, then we have to distinguish two cases: ei-
ther for almost every x € dH" there is a point £ € dH" such that supp(p(x)) N
supp(e(x")) = {§} for almost all x" € dH", in which case again & would be I'-
invariant and the action elementary, or supp(¢(x)) Usupp(p(x")) Usupp(¢(x”)) con-
sists of exactly three points for almost every x’, x” € dH". In this case the barycen-
ter of the geodesic triangle with vertices in these three points is I"-invariant and the
action is, again, elementary.

Finally, if |supp(¢(x)) N supp(p(x'))| =0, let D := d(gy, gx). By ergodicity
on oH" x dH", d is essentially constant. Let y € p(I") be a hyperbolic element
whose fixed points are not the endpoints of g, or g,». Then iterates of y send a

geodesic g, into an arbitrarily small neighborhood of the attractive fixed point of y,
contradicting that g, is at fixed distance from g,’.

4.2 Step 2: Mapping Regular Simplices to Regular Simplices

The next step is to prove Theorem 1.4. Then if Vol(p) = Vol(M), it will follow that
the map ¢ in Step 1 sends almost all regular simplices to regular simplices.

From Proposition 3.3 we obtain that the composition of the induced map p* and
the transfer with respect to the lattice embedding i is equal to + the identity on
H!,(G*,Rc). In dimension 3, it follows from [4] that H?, (Isom™ (H*),R) = R
and the proof can be formulated using trivial coefficients; this has been done in [11],
which is the starting point of this paper. In higher dimension it is conjectured, but
not known, that H!' ,(G*,R) =R.

We can without loss of generality suppose that trans o p* is equal to + Id. In-
deed, otherwise, we conjugate p by an orientation reversing isometry. We will now
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show that the isomorphism realized at the cochain level leads to the equality (11),
which is only an almost everywhere equality. Up to this point, the proof is elemen-
tary. The only difficulty in our proof is to show that the almost everywhere equality
is a true equality, which we prove in Proposition 4.2. Note however that there are
two cases in which Proposition 4.2 is immediate, namely 1) if ¢ is a homeomor-
phism, which is the case if I" is cocompact and p is also a lattice embedding (which
is the case of the classical Mostow Rigidity Theorem), and 2) if the dimension »
equals 3. We give the alternative simple arguments below.

The bounded cohomology groups H!, (G, R¢) and H;'(I", R) can both be com-
puted from the corresponding L equivariant cochains on dH". The induced map
p*: H! (G,Rg) = Hy(I",R) is represented by the pullback by ¢, although it
should be noted that the pullback in bounded cohomology cannot be implemented
with respect to boundary maps in general, unless the class to pull back can be
represented by a strict invariant Borel cocycle. This is our case for Vol, and
as a consequence, ¢*(Vol,) is also a measurable I"-invariant cocycle. It hence
determines a cohomology class in H;'(I") which, by [10, Corollary 3.7]. repre-
sents o™ (wy).

The composition of maps trans o p* is thus realized at the cochain level by

Lw((aH")H-H ’ Re)r - Loo((aH,,)n-i-l , RE)G

Vi {(EOa v vis o) *"’f['\c; E(g—l)v(‘p(g'§0~ ceey 8&:)) d#(g)}-
Since the composition trans o p* is the multiplication by \\';011((161)) at the cohomology
level and there are no coboundaries in degree n (Lemma 2.2), the above map sends

v 1 [
the cocycle Vol, to V;’M(If,)) Vol,,. Thus, for almost every &, .... &, € 0H" we have

Vol(p)
Vol(M)

/;’\G 8(5.’_1) : VO],,((D(Q%"()), cees (0(!?5")) du(g) = Vol (&0, ..., &1). (11)

Let (0H")"'+1 be the G-invariant open subset of (9H")"*! consisting of (n + 1)-
tuples of points (£y. ..., &,) such that & 5 &; for all i # j. Observe that the vol-
ume cocycle Vol, is continuous when restricted to (oH" Y#+1) and vanishes on
(H"Y"+! < (BH")"+D . Observe moreover that the volume of ideal simplices is
a continuous extension of the volume of simplices with vertices in the interior B”
of the sphere §"~! = aH".

Proposition 4.2 Leti : I — G be alattice embedding, p : I' — G a representation
and ¢ : 0H" — 9H" a I'-equivariant measurable map. Identifying I" with its image
i(I") < G via the lattice embedding, if

Vol
/F\Gﬁ(é’_]) 'VOln((D(g§0)- aﬁa(gfn))du(g) = ° (p) VO],,(E(), --~~§n)

"~ Vol(M)

for almost every (&, . .., &) € QH"Y't!, then the equality holds everywhere.
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Before we proceed with the proof, let us observe that it immediately follows from
the proposition that if p has maximal volume, then ¢ maps the vertices of almost
every regular simplex to the vertices of a regular simplex of the same orientation,
which is the conclusion of Step 2.

Proof if ¢ is a Homeomorphism Since ¢ is injective, both sides of the almost ev-
erywhere equality are continuous on (3H")"+D_ Since they agree on a full measure
subset of (JH")"*D | the equality holds on the whole of (3H")""*+D_ As for its com-
plement, it is clear that if §; = &; for i # j then both sides of the equality vanish. [

Proof if n = 3 Both sides of the almost equality are defined on the whole of
(0HP)*, are cocycles on the whole of (0H3)*, vanish on (0H?)* < (0H*)® and
are Isom™* (H?)-invariant. Let a, b : (3H?)* — R be two such functions and suppose
that @ = b on a set of full measure. This means that for almost every (&g, ...,&3) €
(dH3)*, we have a(&, ..., £3) = b(&, ..., &3). Since Isom™t (H?) acts transitively
on 3-tuples of distinct points in H?3 and both @ and b are Isom™ (11-113 )-invariant, this
means that for every (&, &1, £2) € (0H?)® and almost every i € 8H3 the equality

a(&o,&1,62.n) =b(6o, &1,62, 1)

holds. Let &, . ... & € 9H? be arbitrary. If §; = §jfori # j,wehavea(&p,....&3) =
b(&o, ..., &3) by assumption. Suppose &; # £; whenever i # j. By the above, for ev-
eryi €0,..., 3 the equality

- -

0(505~--,§is~-a§3,77)=b(50,--»»§i,-~-,§3,77)

holds for 7 in a subset of full measure in H?. Let 5 be in the (non empty) intersec-
tion of these four full measure subsets of dH?3. We then have

3
a(o,....&) =) (~Diao,....&,....&.,1)

i=0
3 . —
=D (=D'bo,.... &, ... &, 1) =b,.... &),
=0

where we have used the cocycle relations for a and b in the first and last equality
respectively. U

Proof in the General Case Observe first of all that for all (&g, ..., &,) € GH")"t! <
(OH")*+1) the equality holds trivially.

Using the fact that dH" = S"~! ¢ R”, let us consider the function ¢ : §H" —
dH" as a function ¢ : JH" — R" and for j =1,...,n denote by ¢; its coordi-
nates. Since dH" = G/P, where P is a minimal parabolic, let v be the quasi-
invariant measure on dH" obtained from the decomposition of the Haar measure
ug with respect to the Haar measure pp on P, as in (17). According to Lusin’s
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theorem applied to the ¢; for j = 1....,n (see for example [31, Theorem 2.24]),
for every § > O there exist a measurable set Bs ; C dH" with measure v(B;s) < 6
and a continuous function f,/s : 0H" — R such that ¢; = fjl',(s on 0H" \ Bj .
Set f; := (f1,5,-.-» fu.s) = R" and consider the composition f; :=r o f{ with
the retraction r : R” — B" to the closed unit ball B” C R”. Then, by setting
B;s = U’}=1 B; 5, we see that ¢ coincides on 0H" . Bs with the continuous function
f5: 0H" — B" and v(Bg) < né.

Let 2 C G be a fundamental domain for the action of I on G. For every
measurable subset E C 9, any measurable map v : 9H" — B" and any point
(&, ..., &) € GHM D we use the notation

I (Y, E, o, ....&)) = /Ee(g“) Vol,, (¥ (g&0), - ... ¥ (g€x)) d e (g),

so that we need to show that if

__ Vol(p)
"~ Vol(M)

I (o, 2. o, ....En) Vol, (&0, . . ., &) (12)

for almost every (&. ..., &,) € (AH")“*D  then the equality holds everywhere.
Fix € > 0 and let K, C % be a compact set such that ug(Z \ K¢) < €. The

proof is broken up in several lemmas, that we state and use here, but whose proof

we postpone.

Lemma 4.3 With the above notations,

ne({g € Ke : g& € Bs}) < 0e(8), (13)

where g (8) does not depend on & € OH" and o.(8) — 0 when § — 0.
Replacing ¢ with f; results in the following estimate for the integral.

Lemma 4.4 With the notation as above, there exists a function M¢(8) with the prop-
erty that limg_ g M¢(8) =0, such that

|7 (@, Ke. Bo, ... &) — I (f5. Ke, Gon ... E0))| < Me(8),
forall (o, ..., &41) € (AHM)"1,

Observe that, although

I (@, D, (o, .-, &)) — I (¢, Ke, Go, -, &))| < €ll Vol I, (14)

for all (&. ..., &4+1) € (QHM)D | the estimate

Vol(p) .

(@, Ke, (€0 - £0)) — va,,(so, o En)
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< |j((ps KG& (‘SO» ---7511)) - ((pv-@ (‘EO! e ‘Sn )I

Vol(p)
Vol(M)

‘ ((pa@ (60, ---»6n) ) Vol (&0, - .-, &)

SelfVoly |, (15)

holds only for almost every (£, ..., &) € (@H™)"+1D since this is the case for (12).
From (15) and Lemma 4.4, it follows that

lf(fg, Ke, (€0 ) — \\,;011((5) Vol, (&0, - . . &n)
<|Z (f5. Ke, €or - 60) — I (¢, Ke. (Bor -, &)
+ ’f(fp, Ke, (€0, .-+ €n)) — \\,;011((3) Vol (€, - - -, &)
< M(8) + €| Vol,, ||, (16)

for almost every (&, ..., &) € QH")+D,

The following lemma uses the continuity of f5 to deduce that all of the almost
everywhere equality that propagated from the use of (12) in (15), can indeed be
observed to hold everywhere because of the use of Lusin theorem.

Lemma 4.5 There exist a function L(e, §) such that lim¢_,qlims_, o L(€, ) =0 and

Vol(p)
Vol(M)

‘f(fa, Ke, (‘EO’ cee sgu)) -

Vol (o, ..., &4)| < L(e, )

forall (g, ..., &) € (AHM) D,

From this, and from Lemma 4.4, and using once again (14), now all everywhere
statements, we conclude that

Vol(p)
Vol(M)
<|=/¢ (psgs(EOs""gn)_ ((p’K67(§0""’$ll))|

+ |J(‘PsKe’(§0’-- ) (f& Ke, (%0, . ‘En))l

Vol(p)
Vol(M)

l]((P, @7 (EOv-nsEﬂ)) - VOl,,(E(),.. gn)'

+‘j(f5’K€!(EO9"'$§Il))_ V lll(éOs" Ell)‘

< Mc(8) + L(e, 8) + €[l Vol I,

for all (§p,...,&+1) € (3H")"*+!. This concludes the proof of Proposition 4.2, as-
suming the unproven lemmas. |

We now proceed to the proof of Lemmas 4.3, 4.4 and 4.5.
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Proof of Lemma 4.3 Recall that 0H" = G/ P, where P < G is a minimal parabolic
and let n : G/ P — G be a Borel section of the projection G — G/ P such that F :=

n(G/P)is re]atively compact [26, Lemma 1.1]. Let E,s :=n(Bs) and, if & € Bs, set
E = 17(5) € B(; On the other hand, if g € K¢ and g& € By, there exists p € P such
that g€p € Bg and, in fact, the p can be chosentobein PN F~1(K.)~'F = C..
Thus we have

{g € Kc: g € Bs) = {g € K : there exists p € C with g& p € Bs)
= {g e KeN ggp_lé'_l for some p € Ce} CKen EgCe_'é“ 4
and hence
u((g € Ke: gk € Bs)) < ug(KE™' N BC') < pa(BsCl).

To estimate the measure, recall that there is a strictly positive continuous tunction
g : G — R™ and a positive measure v on 9H" such that

f flae)ducle)= / ( f f(z;'é)dup(«f))dv(é), (17
G B \Jp

0

for all continuous functions f on G with compact support, [30, Sect. 8.1].

We may assume that [,l,c;(Eg Lz Ly # 0 (otherwise we are done). Then, since ¢ is
continuous and strictly positive and the integral is on a relatively compact set, there
exists a constant 0 < @ < oo such that

anc(Bic") = | ( [ tco (gé)dup(é)> dv(@).
o \J p
But, by construction, if g € By, then g& € EgCe" if and only if £ € C!, so that

LXESC;l(QE)dMP(E) =up(C),

and hence
a/Lg(E(;CE_l) = U(Bs)[,l,p(ce_l).

Since v(Bs) < 8, the inequality (13) is proven with o¢(8) = ZL—,up(C;' )é. 0

Proof of Lemma 4.4 Let us fix (&. ..., &,) € (H" y"*+1. Then we have

|7 (0. Ke, Gos -, &) — I (fs, Ke. o, ..., E0))]
< |2 (9. Keo, o, .- E0)) — I (f5, Keo, o, - ... E))]
+|F (0. Ke,1+ o, - ., &) = F(f5. Kets Bo. - E)))-
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where

n

Keo=[\{g € Ke:gtj € OH" \ Bs} and Ke1:=Ke\ Kep.
j=0

But ¢(g) = f5(g) for all g € K¢ o, hence the difference of the integrals on K¢ o
vanishes. Since

u(Ke1) = iG (Ke N JlgeKe gt e Ba}) < (1 +1)oe (),
j=0

we obtain the assertion with M, (8) :=2(n + 1)|| Vol, |loe(8). O

Proof of Lemma 4.5 If the volume were continuous on (3H")"*! or if the function
[s were injective, the assertion would be obvious.

Observe that ¢ is almost everywhere injective: in fact, by double ergodicity, the
subset of dH"” x dH" consisting of pairs (x, y) for which ¢(x) = ¢(y) is a set of
either zero or full measure and the latter would contradict non-elementarity of the
action. Then on a set of full measure in dH" \ Bj the function f; is injective and

hence Vol, (f5(g£0), . .., fs(g54)) is continuous provided the fs(géo), ..., f5(g5n)
are pairwise distinct.

So, for any (&, ..., &) € (0H")*D we define
Eo, ..., &) ={g € Ke: f5(g0), ..., f5(g&n) are pairwise distinct}.

Let F C (B x B§)® be the set of distinct pairs (x, y) € (BS x BS)® such that
fs(x) = f5(¥). Then F is of measure zero, and given any (&, &;) € dH" x oH"

distinct, the set {g € G : g(&o0,&) € F} is of ug-measure zero. This, together with
Lemma 4.3, implies that

n

nG(Ke N E o, ... &) < g (U{g € Keighje Ba}> < 1+ Doe(3). (18)

j=0

Let . C (3H")"*1D be the set of full measure where the inequality (16) holds
and let (§o, ..., &) € (AH") D, Since v+ ((OH")"+D \ ) =0, there exists a

sequence of pomtq (E(k) ]‘)) € . with (E(“ . ,Ek)) — (0, ...,&4). Then
for every g € £ (&)

Jim Vol (3(88°). - fo(881)) = Volu (fs(880). ... fa(g8n),

and, by the dominated convergence theorem applied to the sequence /ix(g) :=
Vol,, (fs (g&ék)), .., [38&E®)), we deduce that

Jim (f5, 80, En), (g - 610)) = F(fs. ECor - E0), Gou -, E0))-
(19)
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But then

Vol(p)
Vol(M)

<| I (fs. Ke, Gov ... E0)) = F(fs, ECoy - En)s Eonn o u &)
+|f(.fs,6"<so....,s,,),(so,...,s,n)—f(fa,é’(so,...,s,, (€0, W)
I (s, 6o, &) (1. EP)) = I (fs. Ke. (5., £0))]

‘f(fb!K€7(EOs“~’EH))_ VOIII(EO"'WEH)‘

(k) (k) VOl(p) ® -
\J fs, KG!(S ..... E )) Vol M) (S ---,S" )
Vol(p) o y _ Yol(p)
Vol(M) Vol, (E creo5n ) Vol (M) ———— Vol (50, - .., &n)|:
for all (&, .... £,) € (OH") D

The first and third lines after the inequality sign are each < (n + 1)|| Vol,, ||o¢(8)
because of (18); the second line after the equality is less than § if & is large
enough because of (19); the fourth line is < M (8) + €] Vol, || by (16) since
(E(k) e, _,f'k)) € . and finally the last line is also less than § if & if large enough.
All of the estimate hold for all (£, ..., &,) € (@H")"*D and hence the assertion is
proven with L(e,8) :=28 + 2(n + 1)|| Vol,, ||o¢(8) + M(8) + €| Vol,, |- O

4.3 Step 3: The Boundary Map is an Isometry

Suppose now that the equality | Vol(p)| = | Vol(i)| holds. Then ¢ maps enough reg-
ular simplices to regular simplices. In this last step of the proof, we want to show
that then g is essentially an isometry, and this isometry will realize the conjugation
between p and i.

In the case of a cocompact lattice I" < Isom(H") and a lattice embedding p :
I' — Isom™ (H"), the limit map ¢ is continuous and the proof is very simple based
on Lemma 4.6. This is the original setting of Gromov's proof of Mostow rigidity for
compact hyperbolic manifolds.

It either the representation p is not assumed to be a lattice embedding, or if I" is
not cocompact, then the limit map ¢ is only measurable and one needs a measurable
variant of Lemma 4.6 presented in Proposition 4.7 for n > 4. The case n = 3 was
first proven by Thurston for his generalization (Corollary 1.3 here) of Gromov’s
proof of Mostow rigidity. It is largely admitted that the case n = 3 easily generalizes
to n > 4, although we wish to point out that the proof is very much simpler for
n 2 4 based on the fact that the reflection group of a regular simplex is dense in
the isometry group. For the proof of Proposition 4.7, we will omit the case n =3
which is nicely written down in all necessary details by Dunfield [17, pp. 654-656],
following the original [33, two last paragraphs of Sect. 6.4].
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Let T denote the set of (n 4 1)-tuples of points in dH" which are vertices of a
regular simplex,

T={6=(0.....6) € (E)IHI”)"+1 | & are the vertices of an ideal regular simplex }.

We shall call an (n + 1)-tuple in T a regular simplex. Note that the order of the
vertices &, ..., &, induces an orientation on the simplex &. For £ € T, denote by
Ag < Isom(H") the reflection group generated by the reflections in the faces of the
simplex £.

Lemma 4.6 Let n > 3. Let &€ = (§p,...,&,) € T. Suppose that ¢ : 0H" — oH" is
a map such that for every y_e Ag, the simplex with vertices (¢(v&o), ..., 0(V&n))
is regular and of the same orientation as (v&o, ..., v&,) € T. Then there exists a
unique isometry h € Isom(H") such that h(§) = (&) for every & € | Ji_o Agéi.

Note that this lemma and its subsequent proposition are the only places in the
proof where the assumption n > 3 is needed. The lemma is wrong for n = 2 since ¢
could be any orientation preserving homeomorphism of §H?.

Proof If & = (§o,...,84) and (¢(50), ..., 9(£n)) belong to T, then there exists a
unique isometry i € Isom™ (H") such that h&; = @(&;) for i =0,...,n. It remains
to check that

h(y§i) = o(v&i) (20)

for every y € Ag. Every y € Ag is a product y =ry - ... - ry, where r; is a re-
flection in a face of the regular simplex rj_; - ... - ri(£§). We prove the equal-
ity (20) by induction on k, the case k = O being true by assumption. Set n; =
rgk—1 - ... ri(&). By induction, we know that A(n;) = ¢(;). We need to show that
h(rini) = @(ren;). The simplex (no, ..., n,) is regular and ry is a reflection in one
of its faces, say the face containing n;,...,n,. Since ryn; =n; fori =1,...,n, it
just remains to show that h(rgng) = @(reno). The simplex (rxno, rent, ..., ren) =
(rkmo, M, ....ny) 1s regular with opposite orientation to (ng, ny,...,n,). This
implies on the one hand that the simplex (A(rino), h(n1),...,h(n,)) is regular
with opposite orientation to (h(ng), h(n1),...,h(n,)), and on the other hand that
the simplex (¢(rkno), ¢(M1),...,9(n,)) is regular with opposite orientation to
(9(10), - - -+ @(nn)). Since (h(no), A (1), ..., h(a)) = (@(0), . .., @(1,)) and there
is in dimension n > 3 only one regular simplex with face 4(n), ..., h(n,) and op-
posite orientation to (h(no), (1), ..., h(n,)) it follows that A(ring) = @ (reng). O

If ¢ were continuous, sending the vertices of all positively (respectively nega-
tively) oriented ideal regular simplices to vertices of positively (resp. neg.) oriented
ideal regular simplices, then it would immediately follow from the lemma that ¢ is
equal to an isometry 4 on the orbits |_J;_, A¢&; of the vertices of one regular simplex
under its reflection group. Since the set | J;_j A¢&; is dense in 9H", the continuity
of ¢ would imply that ¢ is equal to the isometry /4 on the whole oH".
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In the setting of the next proposition, we first need to show that there exist enough
regular simplices for which ¢ maps every simplex of its orbit under reflections to a
regular simplex. Second, we apply the lemma to obtain that ¢ is equal to an isometry
on these orbits. Finally, we use ergodicity of the reflection groups to conclude that
it is the same isometry for almost all regular simplices. As mentioned earlier, the
proposition also holds for n =3 (see [17, pp. 654-656] and [33, two last paragraphs
of Sect. 6.4]), but in that case the proot is quite harder, since the reflection group of
a regular simplex is discrete in Isom(H") (indeed, one can tile H® by regular ideal
simplices) and in particular does not act ergodically on Isom(H").

Proposition 4.7 Let n > 4. Let ¢ : 0H" — 9H" be a measurable map sending the
vertices of ulmost every positively, respectively negatively oriented regular ideal sim-
plex to the vertices of a positively, resp. negatively, oriented regular ideal simplex.
Then ¢ is equal almost everywhere to an isometry.

Proof Let T? C T denote the following subset of the set T' of regular simplices:

T? =€ =(5.....&) € T | (¢(0), ... (&) belongs to Tand has the same

orientation as (£o, ..., &n)}.

By assumption, 7% has full measure in 7. Let T,f C T¥ be the subset consisting
of those regular simplices for which all reflections by the reflection group Ag are
in TY, a

={6eT|yEeT? vy € A}

We claim that T/‘f has full measure in T'.
To prove the claim, we do the following identification. Since G = Isom(H" ) acts
simply transitively on the set T of (oriented) regular simplices, given a base point

Dy 5

n=1(o, ..., M) € T wecanidentify G with T via the evaluation map

Evy,:G—T
g+ g().

The subset T¢ is mapped to a subset G? := (Ev,,)‘l (T?) C G via this correspon-
dence. A regular simplex §_ = g(ﬂ) belongs to T/‘f if and only if, by definition,
y€ = ygn belongs to T¥ for every y € Ag. Since Ag = gAng_'. the latter con-
dition is equivalent to gyon € T¥ for every y € Ay, or in other words, g € G*%yy :
The subset T is thus mapped to B

G?=Ev, ' (TH)= [ Gy
VoeAl

via the above correspondence. Since a countable intersection of full measure subsets
has full measure, the claim is proved.
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For every § € T /“1’ and hence almost every £ € T there exists by Lemma 4.6 a
unique isometry hg such that kg (§) = ¢ (&) on the orbit points & € Ul Agéi. By
the uniqueness of the isometry, it is immediate that A y¢ = hg for every y € Ag.
We have thus a map 4 : T — Isom(H") given by § — h; defined on a full measure
subset of T'. Precomposing /2 by Evy, it is straightforward that the left Ag -invariance
of h on Ag& naturally translates to a global right invariance of Ao E Uy ON G. Indeed,
letgeGand y e Ay We compute

where we have used the left Ag,-invariance of / on the reflections of g in the third
equality. (Recall, gyog™' € gA,,g"I = Agy.) Thus, h o Evy : G — G is invariant
under the right action of A,. Since the latter group is dense in G, it acts ergodically
on G and h o Ev, is essentially constant. This means that also k is essentially con-
stant. Thus, for almost every regular simplex & € T, the evaluation of ¢ on any orbit
point of the vertices of £ under the reflection group Ag is equal to a. In particular,
for almost every & = (&, ...,£,) € T and also for almost every & € H", we have
@(&0) = h(&o), which finishes the proof of the proposition. O

We have now established that ¢ is essentially equal to the isometry 4 € Isom(H")
on dH". It remains to see that / realizes the conjugation between p and i. Indeed,
replacing ¢ by 4 in (10) we have

(h-i))E) = (p(y) - B) (&),

forevery & € 0H" and y € I'. Since all maps involved (k, i(y) and p(y)) are isome-
tries of H" and two isometries induce the same map on dH” if and only if they are
equal it follows that

h-i(y)-h™ = p(y)
for every y € I', which finishes the proof of the theorem.
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